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OCTOBER 6, 1975, ROME, - ITALY

On April 17, 1978, Michael Vernon Townley, self
admitted officer for the National Directorate of Intelligence
(DINA), advised Special Agents (SAs) of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) that during the late summer and early
fall of 1975, he, his wife, Mariana Callejas Townley, and
Virgilio Pablo Paz Romero, member of the anti-Castro Cuban
exile terrorist organization, the Cuban Nationalist Movement
(CNM), traveled extensively throughout Europe. Townley
advised that he, Paz, and his wife visited Rome, Italy,
during the early fall of 1975 and were in contact with
various members of an Italian fascist organization. Townley
advised that members of this Italian fascist organization
indicated that former Chilean Vice President Bernardo
Leighton had been identified as a dangerous catalyst that

"would be the basis of the formation of a coalition between

the Christian Democratic Party (PCD) and the Socialist Party

(P3) in Italy during the forthcoming elections. Townley

advised that members of the Italian fascist organization

advised that Leighton was. accepted as a prominent spokesman

for the PCD in Italy, and that Leighton had excellent contacts
among members of the PS in Italy. Townley identified one of the
principal members of the Italian fascist organization as Alfredo

Di Stefano, who was also known by the nickname Topogigio (The Doll).
Townley advised that after visiting Italy, he and his wife returned
to Chile, while Paz returned to the United States in order to renew
his activities with the CNM. £§d Eﬁ)

Virgilio Pablo Paz Romero, supra, is a Federal
fugitive being sought by the FBI for his participation
in the September 21, 1976, assassination of former
Chilean Ambassador Orlando Letelier and his

a551sta t, Ronnie Moffitt, in Washington, D.C.
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ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION OF
BERNARDO LEIGHTON, ET AL SECﬁFT

On October 6, 1975, Bernardo Leighton, supra, and his
wife were shot by unldentlfled gunmen near thelr home in a
Rome, Itgly, street. (U)

On November 4, 1975, the Associated Press (AP), Miami,
Florida, received a letter postmarked Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
containing a typewritten communique in the Spanish language.
A translation of this communique is as follows: (U)

"The secret organization of 'Zero' is taking
responsibility for Orlando Masferrer's assassination, which
took place on October 31, 1975, of this year in Miami,
Florida. (U) ‘

"His divisionist labor, blackmail, and his efforts to
undermine anti-Communist struggle, together with information
we received from our intelligence division, connecting him
with the Cuban G-2, has earned him the right to receive justice
from the Cuban exiles. (U)

"This distortionist, informant, liar, old gangster,
Trotsky agent, etc., received what he deserved as all others who
continue his work will receive. We know who they are. His
execution, like the one of Jose Elias De La Torriente, will
serve as examples for those who mock the fight for Cuba's
freedom. (U) .

"In order to obtaln Cuba's liberty, we must first
cleanse the exiles. (U)

"Signed 'The Zero'. (U)
"100 by the IH=3." (U)

""Addendum: we wanted to add that Mr. Bernardo Leighton
was shot through the back of his head in Rome. ‘A nine millimeter
Baretta was used. We are informing you of this to contradict

reports which were printed by the news media and to 1dent1fy
them fully." (U)

Orlando Masferrer was a Cuban exile leader and
a resident of Miami, Florida, who was killed
when his car exploded at 6775 S.W. 27th
Street, Miami, Florida, October 31, 1975,

as a result of a detonation of an improvised
explosive device. (U)
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.degree. murder, ‘for ‘which" they recelved consecutive R
1life sentences. "Both ‘are now incarcerated in maximum ’
securlty_prlsons w:Lthln the United Sta.tes. -3 thlrd




”charges relatlngfte'the Leteller matter
te mi ' ;anddis

1;31958; editi n;of the Wash ngtonmPosta
: ticle entitled,wﬁTwO yictims of: - -

,n"ettempt in  Rome “three. years ag0, returned to Chile
today. after four years: of exile. The article was datellned
The‘artlcle reported as follows. (U)¢ -

" "Lelghton”
jhis ere under the terms of agpolitlcal amnesty decree issued

Leighton was shot in. the back and partlally S ;”
paralyzed 1n the October 6, 1975 assass1nation attempt in-which
- : ‘her: husband,’ ‘Bernardo Leighton, was severely wounded_in the. head
N t“was on offthree attempted ‘murders abroad. of’ prominent .
’tqe rullng m111tary regime of 1ncumbent Chilean“




) gp was the Secretary General
. .He was.also & PS Senator during:
{ Allende»ln Chlle.: ‘He ,was ;
xiolent revolutlon Ain order
hanges in Chlle., He As also a .

p: { ¥
GeneraliManuel Contrera Sepulveda.ﬁ The source noted
. 111 ical ob53581on with: 5

tan ing déréﬁthat,alluDINA:agentsN
to ssassinate Altamirano on_sight™
gevgloped that he was :.in their locality
t DINA- operatlvea and agents recognlzed
div ding:forcewin the Popular Unity =
st interests of the




